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Revolution had been betrayed by Stalin, and convinced that
the U.S.S.R. could not resist an attack by both Germany
and Japan, appear to have reverted to the pre-revolutionary
strategy of sabotage and subversion in order to overthrow
the Stalinist regime, and to the Leninist policy of defeatism
and national immolation in order to placate for the moment
the aggressive policies of the two Imperialist-Fascist Powers.
The crimes of which they were accused, and to which they
pleaded guilty, were none other than those very principles
of destruction and disintegration on which Lenin based his
fight against the Liberal Government of Prince Lvov and
the Socialist regime of Kerensky, while the policy of
defeatism was exactly that followed by him in regard to
Brest-Litovsk.

This latter doctrine had been established by Lenin again
and again. " It is impossible to attain this end [the Revolu-
tion] without wishing for the defeat of one's own govern-
ment and without working for such a defeat", he wrote in
Against the Current; and, again, he warned American
workers that " he is no Socialist who will not sacrifice his
fatherland for the triumph of the Social Revolution ". Nor
was he content merely to preach the doctrine. Against
the bitter opposition of the Left Communists, particularly
Bukharin and Radek, within his own party, he pursued
just this same policy in regard to Brest-Litovsk.

What then would be more natural than for the Old
Bolsheviks to fall back on these original principles ? Both
Radek and Bukharin had publicly declared that in following
the doctrine of defeatism Lenin had been right and they
wrong. Is it not possible that the psychology of Brest-
Litovsk reasserted itself and that, in negotiating with Ger-
many and Japan for the cession of the Ukraine and the
Maritime Province, they were reverting to the principle of
the " breathing-space " in order to safeguard themselves
from external aggression, while setting about the destruc-
tion of the Stalin regime which they regarded as having